                   YESHIVAT HAR ETZION


         ISRAEL KOSCHITZKY VIRTUAL BEIT MIDRASH (VBM)


**************************************************************





                    PARASHAT HASHAVUA





**************************************************************


In loving memory of our mother Miriam M. Nussbaum zt"l, by Ralph and Elaine Nussbaum and Family.


**************************************************************





                     PARASHAT VAYETZE





                   by Rav Reuven Taragin
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I) Vayetze - An Independent Cohesive Unit





	Although Parashat Vayetze presents stories covering more than twenty years, it contains no breaks.  This presentation highlights the parasha's status as an independent unit and reflects the relationship between its various stories.





   A) Framework





	The relationship between the stories is reinforced by the parallels between the beginning and end of the parasha. The parasha opens with Yaakov's voyage from Canaan on the heels of an angelic dream within which God promises to be with and protect him in exile and eventually return him to Canaan and concludes with the ultimate fulfillment of these promises - Yaakov's return.  The journey back ends as the first one began, with Yaakov's encounter with malakhim.





	Additional textual similarities link the conclusion of the parasha to its beginning:





Perek 28                          Perakim 31-2





Vayelekh Charana...               Ve-Yaakov halakh le-darko


Vayalen Sham (10)                 Vayalinu ba-har  


Vayifga ba-makom (11)             Vayifge'u bo malakhei Elokim


ein zeh ki im bet elokim (16-17)  Machaneh elokim zeh (31:
